
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2018, 5:30 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 5:31 p.m. 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Invocation given by Council Member Swart. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Simpson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg. 
Absent: Council Member Kinkade. 

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Rondus Bennett, Utility Accounts 
Manager; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

BUSINESS: 

1. WATER AND WASTEWATER RATES - Consideration and possible adoption of
a Notice of Intention to increase water and wastewater rates, fees and charges
and setting May 22, 2018 as the date for a public hearing to consider the proposed
increased rates.

Town Manager Ferguson spoke of the effort put forth by all to get the new rates into effect 
by July 1, 2018. He commented that there are no restrictions as to how many meetings 
happen before the public hearing, which must be scheduled at least sixty-days after the 
adoption of the Notice of Intention. After the public hearing, the Council will have the 
opportunity to adopt an alternative rate structure and there would be a thirty-day period 
before the new rates would go into effect. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that the last time the Council met regarding rates, they 
went over the alternative rate structures and reviewed Version 2.2 which had the 
explanation as to the impact in all the different categories when making deeded lots like 
residential. He indicated the Council had just been given Version 3A which was created 
to address the issue as to whether or not the Town could give a break to the residents. 
The recommended break was the 5% decrease for residential accounts. 

There was a discussion of the differences and similarities between Versions 2.2 and 3A. 
The water base rate did not change, only the sewer base, water volume and sewer 
volume changed in Version 3A. 
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Town Manager Ferguson referred to Version 3A as compared to Version 2.2 when he 
noted the bottom-line is that in the first year, with the 5% reduction for the residential 
accounts, they would get a break of about $2.18 if they are at the listed 5,000-gallon 
usage and a little more if they use more. Starting in year two, based upon the amount that 
was being increased anyway, it would still go up a difference of a $1.44 versus the 
difference of $6.59. He explained that it is less of an impact, but it is still going up by that 
time. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted it does decrease the revenues a little bit, but there was 
enough contingency in the model that Dan Jackson had set-up, that even with that lesser 
amount of revenue, we are still O.K. 

Rondus Bennett, Utility Accounts Manager, indicated that RV parks are residential but the 
rates were not changed on those accounts as they were for the actual residential 
customers in Version 3A. 

There was a discussion of various meter sizes. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that any reduction in revenue would depend on actual 
water usage, so the best you can do is to work with the trend. 

Council Member Goldberg commented that she thought the Council did do what they 
wanted to do for the residents, thereby showing the Council's concern for those on fixed 
incomes. 

Mayor Simpson spoke about the difference between low-income and fixed-income 
statuses. 

Town Manager Ferguson advised the Council that what was needed was an action to 
either approve Version 3A or Version 2.2 and which alternative within those two. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that what we have done with the Notice of Intent is to leave 
all the options open for discussion. He commented that he thought it was a good idea to 
tell the community which way the Council is leaning concerning the alternatives, but 
definitely the Council needs to select either Version 3A or Version 2.2. 

Mayor Simpson opened the Special Meeting for input from the public. 

Karey Amon said her concern is toward the longer term rather than the short term and 
that she realizes this new option is cutting a little bit of income off short term, but it ensures 
the community can feel good about what is going on and feel like they are being taken 
care of. 

Council Member BearCat asked what the difference was in revenue between Version 2.2 
and Version 3A. 
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Town Manager Ferguson replied that Dan Jackson did not provide that, but they are close.
He commented it is just a matter of a few thousand dollars over a year's period which is
well within the safety margin.

Mayor Simpson commented that removing the reduction for the deeded lots made a
difference.

Council Member BearCat asked if it would just be for the five years when the Council
votes on the rate structure, or if the Council would say it is for ten years.

Town Manager Ferguson responded that all that was being proposed was the five years
with a ten-year spread just to see where it could go and all the Council is adopting here
is the five years.

Council Member Goldberg moved that the Council adopt the Notice of Intention to
increase water and wastewater rates, fees and charges and setting May 22, 2018 as the
date for a public hearing to consider the proposed increased rates based on Rate Version
3A. Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote: MOTION CARRIED by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6;
absent: Council Member Kinkade).
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg.

Town Manager Ferguson said this will be on the Town's website and Facebook page, as
well as out in the community.

Council Member BearCat asked if we are stuck with the five years or if it could later be
changed to ten years.

Town Manager Ferguson explained that at this point in time, the Council would be stuck
with the five years even after the public hearing because that is what the Council has
established through the Notice of Intention.

Council Member Swart asked Town Manager Ferguson if it was correct that the Council 

could look at something in 2021 through 2022 because the Council would want to look
ahead at the next five years.

Council Member Swart thanked Utility Accounts Manager Bennett and whoever else was
involved in putting the documents together. The audience applauded.

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 5:55 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: 5:55 p.m.

CERTIFICATION: 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Special Meeting of March 20, 2018 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on March 20, 2018. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 10th day of April 2018. 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

No�M� 

Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 
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